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abolished; their excellent free constitutions were
rendered of doubtful authority; and from that
time to the Revolution they constituted one colony
under the control of a royal governor appointed
by the Crown.

The change was due to the uncertainty and an-
noyance caused for their separate governments
when their right to govern was in doubt owing to
interference on the part of New York and the
desire of the King to make them a Crown colony.
The original grant of the Duke of York to the
proprietors Berkeley and Carteret had given title
to the soil but had been silent as to the right to
govern. The first proprietors and their successors
had always assumed that the right to govern
necessarily accompanied this gift of the land. Such
a privilege, however, the Crown was inclined to
doubt. William Penn was careful to avoid this
uncertainty when he received his charter for Penn-
sylvania. Profiting by the sad example of the
Jerseys, he made sure that he was given both the
title to the soil and the right to govern.

The proprietors, however, now surrendered only
their right to govern the Jerseys and retained their
ownership of the land; and the people always
maintained that they, on their part, retained all